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country has closed only 67% of
gap. WEF attributes much of India's decline toa
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No a third panel to act against former VTU V—

RASHMI BELUR
@ Bengaluru

A year after governor Vajubhai .

Vala communicated to the state
government to initiate action
against Dr H Maheshappa for al-
leged wrong-doings, the then
vice-chancellor of Visvesvaraya
Technological University (VTU),
Belagavi, the government has ap-
pointed retired high court judge
Justice Ashok Hinchageri to
frame charges. This is the third
committee constituted to conduct
inquiry.
When Hans Raj Bharadwaj
was governor, he had constituted
-a committee headed by retired
judge Justice Ajit Gunjal to look
into the allegations against Ma-
heshappa. However, Justice Gun-
jal did not continue with the in-
quiry. The second committee was
headed by Justice Keshavanaray-
ana. Interestingly, the expenses
of all these committees were
borne by VTU.

r MAJOR ALLEGATIONS

Belagavi private contractors’ association alleged
that 4.5 crore was spent to renovate the V-C's
residence in Belagavi

Five LED TVs worth 224 lakh and various
bathroom fittings costing 2401 were installed
during the renovation. The letter also alleged

that veneer panelling had cost 250.5 lakh

Irregularities in appointment of 168 non-teaching
staff in violation of government orders.

Reduction of corpus fund from over 2500 crore

to insignificant hnls

In August 2016, Governor Vala

Unfruitful expenditure of 23.31 crore

it supplgscheme

heshappa from the post

comrrrll!l FINDINGS

Lou pf interest of 1.14 crore
s :

had communicated to the state
government along with the re-
port of the fact-finding commit-
tee headed by Justice Kesha-
vanarayana, which confirmed
allegations of irregularities at
VTU during Maheshappa’s ten-
ure as VC. Following the report,
the governor suspended Ma-

ommend appropriate _réction
against him. -

The government which had
not acted so far, issued an on Oc-
tober 16 appointing Justice

to the guvemorformﬂner action. |
“Once we receive the report, we!

Ashok Hinchageri as inquiry of-  will send it to the or. Based| J
ficer to frame article of charges on his reply, we will: further
based on the report submitted by ~ action,” said an official in the De-

the Justice Keshavanarayana partment of Higher Education. —



